May God be with you: and also with you.
Announcements (10:45 MF)
Praise Band

Passing of the Peace (11:00 MF)
All are invited to pass the peace from their spot,
offering a sign of peace to your neighbours.

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement

We Prepare our Hearts:
Family of faith, God is at work!
God is healing and creating,
redeeming and dreaming,
calling and sending,
listening and loving.
Yes, indeed, God is at work!
So may we worship our God who never gives up.
May we worship our God who holds onto hope.
Amen.

Hymn: All Earth is Waiting (VU 5)

Prayer of Confession (unison):

On-the-move God,

we have every reason to hold onto hope.

We have every reason to believe that spring will come,
that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.

And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.
With anxious hearts we cry out to you,

“Will change ever come? Will things ever get better?
Will | ever make a difference?”

Soothe our wandering hearts and show us the places where the sun is
shining.

Show us the places where you are on the move.

With open hearts we pray,

Amen.

Words of Forgiveness:

Family of faith,

in our honesty,

we are heard.

In our worries,

we are held.

In our failings,

we are forgiven.

In our fear,

we are not alone.

Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!
When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.
Thanks be to God!

We Listen for God’s Word

Advent Candle-Lighting: Hope
Sung Response:
As we are watching for a sign
As we long for new life.
We trust your word revealed to us
An end to all earth’s strife.

Wonder Time

Hymn: There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (VU 18)

(Please bring forward White Gifts during the hymn)

Prayer for lllumination (Lay Reader)

Readings: Matthew 11:1-11

These words are offered as wisdom for our journey.

May we walk together in their truth.

Ministry of Music/Choir

Sermon: Called Forward in Hope

* Hymn: Looking Out a Prison Window (insert)



We Respond to God’s Word

Invitation to the Offering for the Work and Witness of the Church
Offertory

* Offering Response: (VU 55)
What can I give him, poor as | am?
If I were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, | would do my part;
Yet, what | can, | give him~ give my heart.

* Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People
Affirmation of Faith (unison-insert)

We Go Out to Love & Serve God’s World

* Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank (VU 20)

* Sending Forth
In a fearful world,
may you look for God'’s spirit.
May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember
that good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,
the one who sends,
and the one who journeys with—
go in peace and
be not afraid.

* Sung Benediction (MF) (MV 220)
Hope shines as the solitary star.
Faith is the inner light.
You and | together
Mirror the Light of Lights,
And illumine the pathway home.
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Looking Out a Prison Window
Looking out a prison window
who can see the flowers bloom?

Hope dissolves like dreams at daybreak

leaving us an empty room
Still beyond what we can see
God is always planting seeds

All the things that keep us captive
shrink our optimistic faith
We must practice hope on purpose
even when our spirits break
‘Til at last our freedom comes
And we finally see the sun

To our siblings still imprisoned
behind bars of steel or fear
Bring the message from our Savior:
hope is real and dawning near
Tell the gospel all around:
New life springs up from the ground

We are called to liberation
to be freed and to set free
Breaking chains of worldly powers
who would claim our liberty
Body, spirit, mind and heart
Liberate each captive part

Looking Out a Prison Window
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who can see the flowers bloom?
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even when our spirits break
‘Til at last our freedom comes
And we finally see the sun

To our siblings still imprisoned
behind bars of steel or fear
Bring the message from our Savior:
hope is real and dawning near
Tell the gospel all around:
New life springs up from the ground

We are called to liberation
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Affirmation of Faith (unison)
We have seen the valley.

We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.

We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake,

even when our voice trembles,

even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night,

and we have seen unimaginable love.

So still, we believe.
Amen.

Affirmation of Faith (unison)
We have seen the valley.

We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.

We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake,

even when our voice trembles,

even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.

Amen.



