
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is always with us no matter what we are doing or where we are. 

“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not 
leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”    

Deuteronomy 31:8 
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Minister’s Message 
 

Greetings for 2026! 
 

I look back at 2025 with immense gratitude for our church community. 
 

Even when challenges arose, it was a beautiful thing to see a congregation work together to face our 
obstacles and keep our faith at the heart of things. I personally thank God for the love and support that I 
experienced. It has been a confirmation of my call to Mount Forest & Woodland. You may not realize how 
wonderful you are, but I do! 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you,  
I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you  
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Phil 1:3-6 

 

With every new ministry we come together to seek the possibilities that God has laid before us. We are 
living, as it is quoted in an ancient Chinese curse (which is neither ancient, nor Chinese!) “(may you live in 
interesting times)”. We are living in times that are calling upon us to live out our faith in new ways, while 
clinging to the anchor that holds us fast. None of us are prepared for this future, but God has given us the 
time to discern and to dream it into being. 
 

I feel like 2025 was a year of strengthening and learning. Preparing us for what lies ahead. We introduced 
the idea of Star Words~ and mine is continuity. It’s a bit funny considering I began ministry here as an 
entirely new era in my own life.  But it has lead me to think backwards, while looking forward… what do 
we hold on to going forward, what beliefs, connections and ideas are worthy of continuing into our 
future? 
 

So for I know this~ we need one another, and our wider community needs us. 
One of my very favourite definitions of the church community (Dorothy McRae-McMahon) is: 
“When we worship God 
we become part of a community of people 
who rest securely in the love and good 
that is at the center of everything 
but does not save us from struggle and pain; 
the love is simply found at the center 
and walks with us as we go.” 
 

A second image I love is that the church is “fuzzy at the edges and strong at the center”. We prepare 
ourselves as followers of Jesus with worship, study, prayer and service (the strong center) and we keep 
our edges soft and welcoming, porous enough to meet the needs of the day with open hearts and minds. 
 

Thank you for inviting me to walk with you. I am deeply honoured to be part of your lives. It has been a 
year of laughter, of deep thinking, of provocative art, of precocious children and new connections. We 
have shared in sorrow and joy and confusion and clarity. These are interesting times, but they are made 
holy by the company we keep and Jesus by our side. 
 

Blessings, 

The Rev. Lori Campbell 
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Mount Forest United Church Annual Meeting - Agenda 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 

 

Opening prayer: Rev. Lori 

 

Chair for the meeting.  Moved by:                       Second by: 

 

Secretary for the meeting.  Moved by:                 Second by: 

 

Accept the Agenda as printed.  Moved by:                 Second by: 

 

Adherents allowed to vote. Moved by:                       Second by: 

 

Accept minutes of last AGM.  Moved by:                Second by: 

 

Read the church member memoriam for 2025 

 

Accept the committee reports as printed without the Finance Committee.  

Moved by:                              Second by: 

 

Finance Committee Report 2026 financial statement 

Presentation of the budget for 2026. Moved by:               Second by: 

 

Financial reviewers for 2026 ___________________ __________________________ 

Moved by:                               Second by: 

 

Presentation of various committees and members offering to serve. 

Committee nominations as needed  

  

Leadership Team. Introduce serving members.  

Questions from the floor? 

 

Accept the committees for 2026. Moved by:                     Second by:  

 

New Business: 

1. Motion to close both churches in the pastoral charge for the month of July 2026.  

 

2. Update on the upcoming demolition of the church house.  

 

Closing prayer: Rev Lori 

Adjournment 

 

An attendance sheet will be circulated for all to sign. 
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MINUTES OF THE 2025 MOUNT FOREST UNITED CHURCH                 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Mount Forest United Church 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Mount Forest United Church for the year ending December 31, 2024, was 
held on Sunday, February 9, 2025. 
 
After a wonderful service of worship, the congregation descended to the Fellowship Hall for a delicious pot 
luck dinner, before the meeting began. 
 
Thanks to Janice Benson for organizing the microphone and speaker system. 
 
Leadership Co-Chair Laurie Aitken and Reverend Lori Campbell both greeted those in attendance with friendly 
welcomes. Reverend Lori then opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Bob McFarlane moved that Laurie Aitken be chair for the Annual Meeting. 
Seconded by Karon Falk…carried. 
 
Susan MacArthur moved that Neil Aitken be secretary for the Annual Meeting. 
Seconded by Heather McLeod…carried. 
 
Laurie Aitken asked that any new business be added to the agenda as written. No motions were put forward. 
 
Jack Watkin moved that we accept the agenda as distributed. 
Seconded by Nancy Harper…carried. 
 
Janice Benson moved that adherents be allowed to vote during the AGM. 
Seconded by Norm Eygenraam…carried. 
 
Bill Kreps moved that we accept the minutes from the previous AGM, 2023.  
Seconded by Yvonne Stewart…carried. 
 
Laurie Aitken asked for any business arising from last year’s AGM. There was none at this time. 
Laurie gave a special welcome to Reverend Lori, as it is her first AGM since ministering to our congregation, 
and that we are very blessed to have her with us. This was received with hearty applause. 
 
Bob McFarlane read the memorial from page 17 of the AGM. It was noted that Joan MacIntosh was missing 
from the roll until Betty Seminowicz found her name in a previous AGM report. 
 
Jack Watkin moved that we accept the committee reports in the AGM. 
 
Seconded by Donna Leach…carried. 
 
Al Leach, chairperson of the finance committee, gave us an in depth review of the financial statement. 
 
First he began by thanking the Worship Committee led by Donna McFarlane and Bruce Chapman, for getting us 
through the years of not having a minister and that they always kept us going.  Also thanked was  
Dan MacArthur for all the upkeep of the building and numerous repairs. Thanks was also extended to Juliann 
Ellis for her continued service to the Finance Committee and for being our office manager all year round. 
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Al Leach thanked Derek Moore for his music leadership and continued service with the praise band and choir.  
John Moore was also thanked for always helping with the finance reports and being an overseer. 
 
The budget deficit prediction for this year is $94,000, with optimism it will be less. Snow removal for this year 
will obviously be much higher than many of the preceding years. From page 23, total families has increased 
this year by 15%. Rhoda Seibert and Laurie Aitken both thanked Al Leach for his dedicated service, which was 
received by much applause. 
 
Neil Aitken moved to accept the finance report. 
Norm Eygenraam seconded…carried. 
 
Ellen Watkin moved to accept the reviewers and auditors, Bill Kreps and John Moore. 
Seconded by Janice Benson…… carried. 
 
This motion was later reviewed as John Moore is on the finance committee and maybe shouldn’t been an 
auditor, if this is the case, Vern Job will volunteer to be an auditor in his place. 
 
Committee nominations. 
 
2025 Appointees to the Leadership Team: 
 
Chairperson - Laurie Aitken    Past Chair - Robert McFarlane   Trustees - Bill Kreps 
Members at Large - Lene MacLean (1 yr.), Mary Allen (2 yr.) 
Secretary - Rick Sinnamon   WOW Rep - Norm Eygenraam  Finance - Al Leach 
 
The full slate of officials will be added at the end of the AGM minutes. 
 
Motion by Al Leach to ad Bill Kreps to the Finance committee. 
Dan MacArthur seconded…carried. 
 
Rhoda Seibert asked a question regarding the Green Team. They are supposed to report to the M&S 
Committee, but there has been no chair of that committee to report to. Reverend Lori replied to the question 
that if they send their report to herself, she will make sure it goes forward. 
 
Randy Bye asked whether our investments are taxed. Al replied that the interest in NOT taxed. Also that the 
interest is available from the Trustees if the operation of the church needs that money. Also that the 
investments are always invested at a LOW RISK rate. Laurie Aitken clarified as well that the investments are 
split between the BMO and Kindred. 
 
Janice Benson asked if our investments were ETHICAL, during these unethical times. Laurie replied that she and 
her committee would look into this right away. 
 
Lene MacLean gave us a UCW update. The Fellowship Hall was painted by Shawn McLeod Hall. Restoration 
Funds were used for the painting. Dan MacArthur was thanked for installing all the new lighting. UCW covered 
the cost of the lighting. 
 
March 4 will be our Pancake Supper. Volunteers and donations welcome. 
 
Nancy Harper asked when the Covenanting Service will be. Reverend Lori Campbell explained what this service 
was and that to this point we have been “kind of living out of wedlock.” The service will be March 23 at 
3:00 pm. 
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During the Service of Worship this morning, the children were asked what they would want and we would 
bring it forward to the AGM. Reverend Lori brought these requests to this meeting: 
 
1: Build a McDonald’s 
2: Build a McDonald’s playhouse 
3: Giant TV…the congregation kind of nodded at this one 
4: More movie nights…this one is quite doable and will be looked into. 
5: Video games 
6: Bouncy Castle…the congregation nodded their heads in approval. 
 
Moved by Patricia Wallis that we purchase a T.V. for the kids.  
Seconded by Rose Marie Kreps…carried 
 
Reverend Lori closed the meeting in prayer. 

 
 Janice Benson moved that we adjourn. 

 
Those in attendance for the annual meeting were: 

Neil Aitken, Marjorie Young, RoseAnne Desmarais, Bruce Chapman, Larry Holtom, Jackie Holtom,  
Bill Shaw, Carol Shaw, Shari Walls, Sidney Bater, Xander Walls, Mark Walls, Ron Weber, Marion Officer, 
Sue Lawson, Barbara Hruska, Mary Norris, Annabelle Kelly, Peggy Madden, Nancy Harper, Donna Leach,  
Al Leach, John Moore, Betty Seminowicz, Norm Eygenraam, Mary Ruth Job, Vern Job, Jack Watkin,      
Ellen Watkin, Heather McLeod, Shawn McLeod, Merlin Herriot, Patricia Wallis, Susan MacArthur,      
Rhoda Seibert, Klaus Seibert, Frank MacLean, Lene MacLean, Jack Langenhuizen, James Croker,       
Cynthia Croker, Shawn Redden, Yvonne Stewart, Diane McLellan, Randy Bye, Carolyn Bye, Fran Herriot, 
Barb Reeves, Rose Marie Kreps, Bill Kreps, Guido Garden, Wilma Crockford, Gerald Crockford,             
Janice Benson, Dan MacArthur, Sarah Benson, Karon Faulk, Bob McFarlane 
  

Neil Aitken, secretary of the 2024 AGM 
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MOUNT FOREST UNITED CHURCH 2025 COMMITTEE AND GROUP REPORTS 
 

Report from the Mount Forest United Church Leadership Team 
 

The Leadership Team has a combined membership from Mount Forest and Woodland Pastoral Charges. 
We continue to meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month in either Fellowship Hall or The Upper Room under 
the spiritual guidance and leadership of Rev. Lori.  
 

Al Leach continues as our finance chair providing monthly reports on the financial status of our church. He 
does so in conjunction with our Church Office coordinator, Juliann Ellis. A full review of the past year’s 
finances as well as the proposed budget for 2026 will be presented at the upcoming AGM.  
 

Our church committees from both charges continue to work hard and keep our community of faith 
moving forward in a changing world. We encourage those who are interested to consider joining any of 
these committees in order to keep fresh ideas flowing and our community outreach healthy.  
 

The Raw Carrot continues to thrive under the direction of Lynn Felkar who coordinates the efforts of a 
large contingent of volunteers as well as 8 employees.  
 

The Leadership Team will be seeking nominations for the Chair of Leadership and One Year Member at 
Large this year.  
 

The members of the Leadership Team this past year have been Laurie Aitken, Bob McFarlane, Al Leach, 
Lene MacLean, Mary Allen, Bill Kreps, George Harris, Ruth Mundy, Marg Mitchell, Norm Eygenraam,      
Rick Sinnamon and Rev. Lori Campbell.  
 

Submitted by, Laurie Aitken, Chair 
 

Membership & Fellowship 
 

To the members of Mount Forest United Church from the Membership and Fellowship Committee. 
 

This past year has been, as usual, a year of coffee, tea and cookies.  
 

We continue to honour birthday's every other month and that allows us to include everyone. Thank you to all 
the preparers and helpers that put these post service events on. Generally, we have 35-40 attendees that 
enjoy the companionship and friendship of those around them at church. Thank you again for all your help. 
 

Sadly, our small committee has not been able to organize any events in our church, but our hopes remain high. 
 

We have welcomed eight new members at the first of this year: 
 

By Transfer: 
Wayne and Sandra Lytle, Jean Pfeffer, Gerry English, Bonnie Aitken 
 

By Profession of Faith: 
Mark & Shari Walls, Bob Wiersma 
 

Thank you for allowing me to serve in this capacity, it warms my heart each time I hear the buzz in the church 
hall after church. 
 
Thank you from Mary Ruth Job and Lena MacLean. A small committee that is searching for new members... 
 

Submitted by Mary Ruth Job 
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Worship Committee 
 

This year was the 100th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada. On March 2, we invited Arthur United to 

celebrate with us which included a special cake and a photo booth. On June 22, we invited Woodland United to 

join us for an old-fashioned picnic at Murphy’s Park in Mount Forest that include many pies and picnic foods 

that were enjoyed along with games and prizes. Thank you to Derek Moore for providing the music that 

everyone enjoyed, including the cows across the street who appeared on the hill.  On August 24 at Woodland’s 

anniversary, we celebrated with another special cake and homemade goodies. 

On the afternoon of March 23, we held a covenanting service to officially welcome Rev. Lori to the 

congregation. 

We had Communion five times which included Mount Forest’s anniversary with an “Agape” service lead by 

Patty Sinnamon. 

We held two community dinners that were both well attended. 

Holy Week and Easter included a vigil that went from April 18 to 20. A “prayer tree” was created 

in the sanctuary at Mount Forest where purple ties could be added while saying a prayer. 

An 8 a.m. Easter Service was held at the McFarlane Farm that included a bonfire and breakfast, 

presided by Patty Sinnamon. 

Rev. Lori introduced small, plastic Little Jesus for everyone in the congregation to take, with the 

idea of taking pictures of where you go on holiday or for coffee, etc. and to include Little Jesus. 

Several pictures were sent to Juliann and posted in the newsletter and our Facebook page. 

We would like to thank Patty Sinnamon, Shawn Redden, Norm Eygenraam, the Green Team, and 

members of the Worship Committee for providing pulpit supply during the year. A thank you 

also to Yvonne Stewart for doing the lay readers schedule again. 

Remembrance Day included Doug Smith providing the trumpet music at both services. 

The poinsettia tree was once again put up in the sanctuary for the Dec. 7 service. Thank you to all those who 

helped make this happen. 

Thank you to Derek Moore for the Christmas Cantata on Dec. 12 and to all those in the Christmas pageant on 

Dec. 14. Both were a big success! 

Rev. Lori and the Worship Committee created clay ornaments that were handed out at the Christmas Eve 

service. The design included a round base with a baby in a blanket to symbolize baby Jesus. 

Respectfully submitted by Susan MacArthur on behalf of the Worship Committee. 
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Ministry & Personnel 
 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee is comprised of the following members; 
Dan MacArthur (Committee Chair), Al Leach (Chair Finance), Lene MacLean (UCW Pres), Mike Burke (Trustee), 
Flora Burke (Choir Rep), Claudette Stevens (Woodland Rep),. Many thanks to the committee for their efforts 
during the past year. 
 
The year of 2025 represented one of physical location change for both the Church office and Reverend Lori’s 
office. As a result of health and safety issues with the Church manse as it was being used as the both Church 
offices as well as Minister’s office, a relocation to the main Church building was required.  
 
Reverend Lori’s office is now located in the corner office in the rear of the sanctuary to the left of the choir 
room. The Church office is on the upper level, the first office on left in that hallway. 
 
Many thanks to both Reverend Lori and Juliann Ellis for their efforts in making the move go smoothly. A special 
thanks to Juliann with her help in taking the lead in coordinating the changes and ensuring a smooth transition 
that was required to making the offices functional. I would like to thank those members of the congregation 
that assisted with the move. 
 
As a committee we will continue to support Reverend Lori as she continues to bring her experience and 
perspective to our church’s ministry. Thanks for leading us. 
 
Salary adjustments will be done accordingly based on 2026 budgets. 
 
Our custodial staff (Vanessa and Corey Beauregard) continue to do a great job to maintain our required 
standards for our Church building. This contract was renewed in December for 2026. 
Again, as a part of our ongoing commitment to our Church family, the M&P committee will continue to keep 
lines of communication open. 
 
The committee would also to like thank Derek Moore for ensuring our Ministry of Music with both our Choir 
and Praise Band continues to be a strong part of worship. Thanks to Juliann Ellis for keeping the Church office 
running smoothly. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Dan MacArthur, Chair 
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Property 
 

Property Committee members: Bill Kreps, Neil Aitken, Dan MacArthur, Scott Vandepas, Mark Walls, and 
Carolyn Bye. Many thanks to Carolyn Bye for her time as Chair of Property. She will remain on the committee 
and Neil Aitken and Dan MacArthur will share the Chair responsibility. 
 

 Rural Routes continues as our pest control and continues to provide services as required (mice).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 The garden around the Church continues to be maintained (Thanks to Myrna Penny for ensuring this). 

 A new dishwasher has been purchased by the UCW and was installed in the Church kitchen. 

 Many thanks to Scott Vandepas for maintaining the grass cutting. 

 Bluewater Fire and Security continue to maintain fire alarms system and extinguishers that includes 
annual inspection and service when required. 

 The fall leaves were bagged as part of fall cleanup; Parking lot lines had their yearly touchup. (thanks 
Neil and Alex Aitken) 

 The AED machine has been updated for another two years. 

 Old documents were shredded as well as a general cleanup of the Manse with help of many from the 
congregation. 

 Parking lot man holes were cleaned and need to be updated every three years. 

 Bernard’s Bags and More (Chris Arthur) has been retained for Snow removal. 

Respectfully Submitted by Dan MacArthur, Property Co-Chair 
 
Dan MacArthur has gone far beyond the expectations of the Property committee in the constant upkeep of the 
manse, the snow blowing and general church repairs. A huge thank you goes to him for all his work for the 
congregation.  
 
With the results of a congregational meeting in September it was decided that the church manse will be 
demolished. The Property Committee will assist with this as required. 
 
As part of the office moves from the Manse, new flooring, painting, and lighting and electrical was required to 
bring the selected office areas up to standard. Thanks to Shawn McLeod for the painting and ensuring flooring 
was completed. A video/intercom system will be installed at the back entrance door.  
 
In the New Year, the Property Committee will do a walkthrough of the entire Church building to review any 
potential upgrades and repairs that are required. A report will then be forwarded to Leadership with 
recommendations. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Neil Aitken, Property Co-Chairs 

 
 

Pauline Brown Resource Centre 
 

The Resource Centre has been inactive this year.  We had one large cleanup. The room needs to have further 
consideration given to utilization of the room, what the library will look like in the future, and how best can we 
catalogue the archive material that is important to the history of our church.   
 
If you have any ideas, or constructive suggestions, please contact Mary Allen, 519-323-1934. 
 
Submitted by Mary Allen  
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Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise 
 

It was an interesting year at The Raw Carrot. To start the year, we had an order for around 600 bags of soup. 
With soup production in high gear, we were able to complete the order and then continued to work hard to fill 
the freezers again. In April with lots of community support we had a very successful bake sale.  With the 
freezers full, we took the summer off and said goodbye to Kate our sales manager as she started another 
chapter in her life (preparing for motherhood).  September had the kitchen cooking again, with an eye to fine-
tuning recipes for catering for 200 in October. November brought two school fundraisers to deliver and we 
finished the year off with an order for almost 150 bags of soup. We also hired a new Sales Manager, Andy 
Koopmans and are looking forward to more sales in 2026.   
 
We continue along our journey to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). We are so 
grateful for the love and support that we receive from our church community and the larger community.    
 
Lynne Felkar and Janice Benson 
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Pastoral Care Team 
 

The year 2025 has flown by and we count our blessings as we enter the New Year. Our team met a total of 6 
times; one included a lovely pot-luck lunch. Our members in 2025 were: Daphne Rappard, Paula Solway, 
Kelly Eves, Jackie Holtom, Bill Kreps, Rose Marie Kreps and Betty Seminowicz.  
 
We have visited, offered prayers, sent cards, provided casseroles and on occasion prayer shawls and supported 
Rev. Lori in care of the sick and dying. We also attempted to follow up with those who have experienced loss. 
 
We would like to extend a special thank you to Deb Harper who has provided casseroles for our casserole 
ministry this past year and to Jackie Holtom for her great desserts. Anyone else who has helped out – thank 
you! The casserole freezer will be moved from the church house into the church building. 
 
Much gratitude for the women in our congregation who have knit our beautiful prayer shawls. The shawls 
provide comfort to people during most difficult times in their lives. 
 
As a congregation, we are all involved in pastoral care by loving and caring for each other. Your suggestions 
and prayer requests to us are so appreciated; your requests will be kept confidential unless you wish to share 
with others. Together let’s move into our New Year with hope and courage, knowing we are beloved children 
of the God we serve.  
 
Respectfully submitted – Betty Seminowicz and Daphne Rappard – co-chairs. 

 

Choir 
 

2025 was another great year of good times making good music about the Good News! 
 
Aside from supporting the music ministry during regular worship, the choir and praise band presented Music 
Night on May 30.  
 
During the summer hiatus, a few brave members stepped up to perform during service. 
 
Cheryl and Paul Hincks once again hosted our summer party on August 21, which was a fabulous time of 
fellowship, great food, and lots of fun. 
 
Once fall arrived, we were back on our usual routines.  The choir, and members Sue Lawson and Flora Burke, 
participated in the Gospel Fest at First Baptist Church, on Sunday afternoon, November 2. 
 
Additional members were welcomed to join the choir for our annual 
Christmas celebration on December 12.  This year’s cantata, written by 
Pepper Choplin, Take Me Back to Bethlehem, was well attended.  Jack 
and Ellen Watkin supplied flowers to adorn our “black and bling” dress 
code.  
 
We are so blessed to have the 
ongoing direction, expertise, and 
vision of our music director Derek 
Moore.  Thank you is insufficient to 
relay our appreciation for all his 
leadership means to our team.  
 
Submitted by Kelly Eves 

Receipts

Balance Forward 57.67

Cash on hand 21.00

Dues from members 200.00

Donations 20.00

Bank Interest 0.04

Total Receipts 298.71

Expenses

Christmas 180.00

Total Expenses 180.00

Bank Balance at 31Dec25 118.71
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Broadcast Ministry 
 

In the past year, a total of 49 videos were uploaded to YouTube, and Eastlink and 37 audio files to CIWN and to 
the church office to upload to the website. The videos are removed from YouTube after about 6 weeks except 
for specials that are uploaded. Wightman Telecom links to our YouTube upload. There are several differences 
between the videos we send to Eastlink and YouTube which is easily accomplished. Of particular note is the 
fact that we have now 61 full-time subscribers on YouTube that get an alert every time a new video is 
uploaded. The numbers of viewers from Eastlink and Wightman telecom are not available to me. 

 
Although there are new people that I deal with both at 
Wightman Telecom and Eastlink, we have a good working 
relationship with both and are extremely accommodating. 
When I have been unable to upload services, they have 
accommodated me when I upload archival video. I think 
people enjoyed these flashbacks. Our most popular video this 
year has been the Community Cantata with 191 hits at this 
time. 
 
 

When we switched from broadcast to our current system in October 2012, there were some teething 
problems. This year, we had issues with software, cameras and SD cards, but nothing that couldn’t be fixed. 
Also, the Dropbox link to CIWN was a problem so we switched to File Mail. For a number of years now, the 
words to the readings and hymns are on the screen so that people can follow the service. As always, the 
process is in flux as we always try new things for the better. We currently record with 2 cameras and 10 
microphones. Earlier this year, we tried some shoots with 4 cameras but the process was complicated. 
 
For all the years that I’ve operated the TV ministry, I’ve had four 
operational guidelines: 

 Respect the sanctity of the service. 

 Respect the sanctity of the position of the worship leaders. 

 Remain unobtrusive and preserve the privacy of the congregation. 

 Maintain a professional attitude and work ethic during recording 
and editing. 
 

As I look at the reports in past years and at past videos, I see people 
changing, people gone, people new. As always, I welcome constructive criticism and volunteers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Klaus Seibert 
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Christian Education Committee 
 

The Sunday School program continues weekly (September until the end of June).  We have a teacher/leader 
prepared to guide the children every Sunday. Sometimes they do crafts, sometimes they colour.  Rev. Lori 
always has an interesting, and interactive story for Wonder Time for the children. This story reflects the topic 
of the sermon, and we try to coincide the weekly topic with the lectionary also. Thank you to everyone 
involved with the program - Diane Lawless is a leader also. 
 
Easter Parade, Palm Sunday:  The children walked through the sanctuary, waving palm branches prior to 
departing for Sunday School. 
 
April Movie Night:  April 25th was well attended and the children enjoyed the movie.  
 
Vacation Bible School:  Aug 5-8.  This year we had a very special guest, James Cocker, Arts and Movement 
Educator, who guided and encouraged the children to discover new ways to demonstrate and experience 
movement.  On the Friday (8th), the children’s grandparents/parent/caretakers attended for a presentation of 
their learnings.  As well there were bible stories, crafts and delicious, nutritious snacks each day. 
 
Trunk or Treat: October 25.  Another very successful event.  We had over 240 children & adults attend and we 
were very lucky to be packing up when it started to rain! Once again, we are appreciative of our church family 
members who made donations, both of money for supplies and candy to distribute, and also to those to 
assisted that day - Mark & Shari Walls and Dorothy Cook, as well as Dan McArthur. 
 
Christmas Pageant:  December 14.  The children did well and had fun presenting the pageant.  They enjoyed 
pizza lunch afterward. 
 
Compassion Child:  Our Committee still sponsors the same child from Guatemala through Compassion Canada.  
The children help write letters to her and we include pictures they have coloured as well.  She responds that 
she is thankful for the support.   
 
CE Committee Members:  Mary Allen, Sharon Duncan, Nancy Harper, Jessica McFarlane, Shawn Redden, 
Jenn Vandepas. 
 
Submitted by Mary Allen 
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Green Team 
 

March 18, 2025 - Radio Interview on 88.7 The River about the Green Team’s work and upcoming events. 

April 19, 2025 - Earth Day Clean Up.  Everyone met at the Community garden and were assigned areas of town 

to pick up garbage.   We planted a fruit tree at the garden.  About 25 people attended. There were prizes and 

pizza.  

We won second place in the Wellington Advertiser (May 22nd issue) for our Earth Day 

activities.  We won $500.  The money was donated to our Tree Trust Chapter. 

April 27, 2025 - Educational Walk and Eco Market.  Held at the home of Erin and Chris 

Kiers. A walk was led by Julia Lebedeva, an herbalist.  Funds raised were donated to Tree 

Trust. 

May 2025 Tree Planting - 182 trees were planted around Mount Forest this season.  A 

special thank you to all you helped plant and water. 

May 17, 2025 - Field trip to Marlin Herriot’s to see the blue birds.  No blue birds showed 

up but we had a great social and information about sequoia trees from Marlin. 

Tree Inventory of municipal trees in Mount Forest is ongoing. 

Friday, June 27, 2025 - Meeting with the Municipality to discuss next steps for tree planting at the Mount 

Forest Cemetery, town entrance tree planting, Murphy park dock building and installation, Tree inventory 

plans, Township Work plan 2026 (tree resources, donation policy, municipal serving 

standards and green infrastructure projects). 

August 3, 2025 - The Green Team lead a nature-themed church service at the MFUC. A 

serviceberry tree was planted on the church property and Marlin Herriot built a bird 

house designed like our church and put it near the education wing of the church.   

August 2025 - Installation of a bench at the Mount Forest bus stop behind the Post 

Office.    Green Team inscription and “Walk gently on the earth and do no harm”. 

Friday, September 19, 2025 - Rhoda Seibert and Daphne Rappard attended a Tree Trust 

meeting in Elora with all the other Tree Trust chapters in Ontario. 

Saturday, September 20, 2024 - Second Tree Trust Event.  The big maple tree at corner of 

North Water Street and Arthur Street on Hospital grounds was chosen.  There was music and speeches.  A 

white oak and a white pine were planted nearby as understudy trees.  Afterwards we watched the tree get 

trimmed and braced.   

October 8, 2025 - A few Green Team members went to see Larry Oakes’ trees.  He has many trees available to 

give away but we need to dig them up ourselves.   

November 2025 - Manuela Demedeiros tweaked our proposed draft tree bylaw which we will present again to 

the municipality for them to consider implementing.   

November 28, 2025 - The Green Team sponsored public skating.  Both primary and secondary schools had a PD 

day.  Sharon Rodgers and Rhoda Seibert set up a Green Team display. 

We are always open to new ideas that we can initiate to make Mount Forest a greener place and live with 

respect in Creation.   

Submitted by Rhoda Seibert, Green Team Chair 
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Finance and Stewardship 
 

An exciting year for the Church as we had Rev. Lori for an entire year of service!  
 
Financially, the Church started 2025 in a positive financial position with a surplus of revenue 
of approximately $34,400. This was due to a number of factors, not the least of which was 
underspending by 8 out of 15 of the Church committees in 2024. We also received a transfer 
of some interest funds from the Trustees to help offset some of our Ministry & Personnel expenses. 
 
A long winter at the beginning of 2025 propelled some Committee expenditures beyond budget targets, 
especially at the Church House for water, heat and hydro and in the Grounds Maintenance budget for snow 
removal. We also experienced an increase in our Church assessment budget. A further increase in assessment 
will be experienced and budgeted for in 2026. 
 
General contributions in the operating income budget averaged approx. $14,620 per month and total operating 
income averaged $17,285 per month during 2025. Operating expenses averaged $22,865 monthly during 2025. 
The Congregational approved budget for 2025 projected an excess of expenditures over revenue of $93,935; 
while the actual (unaudited) over expenditure was $50,192.  
 
As noted, the MFUC Church ended the fiscal year with expenses exceeding revenues by approximately $50, 200, 
which will be partially offset by an invested $25,000 GIC which matures early in 2026, and which will be applied 
to the shortfall versus all funds to be taken from the general account balance. There is approximately $25,000 
in the general account after budget liabilities are taken into account which will be used to offset the remaining 
deficit. As such, the Church would financially start 2026 in the “black” with a small General Fund balance to start 
the year. It is noted that the draft 2026 budget will also project a deficit for 2026 and will be a challenging year 
financially for the Church. 
 
The number of members using the PAR option to support the Church continued to increase during 2025. This 
regular monthly remittance program also makes the Treasurer’s work lighter as a monthly tally sheet is received 
for these donations. The use of the PAR donation program is open to all members and ensures that your support 
of the Church is there every month even you if you are unable to attend Church on a regular basis. Anyone 
wishing to sign up for the PAR program, need only speak to Juliann, the Office Manager/Treasurer. 
 
The use of the Benevolent fund was again suspended during 2025 after initial discussion with the Minister; and 
due to the office moves to the Church from the Church House late in 2025, the use of this fund be revisited for 
2026. 
 
The Finance Committee prepared and submitted monthly reports for the Leadership Team’s review throughout 
2025 and met with the Treasurer/Office Manager on a regular basis to discuss financial matters. A Finance 
Committee member often collected funds from the collection plates and either transferred same to the 
Treasurer or made the bank deposit. 
 
The Committee would like to express its thanks to John Moore for his support on the Committee and to Juliann 
Ellis, the Office Manager/Treasure for her continued due diligence and support throughout 2025. 
 
Al Leach   John Moore    
F&S Chairperson   F&S Committee member 
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Board of Trustees 
 

The Board of Trustees for 2025 consisted of Mike Burke, Mary Allen-Dippel, Robert Harper Jr., Paul Hincks,  
Bill Kreps and Chair Laurie Aitken.  
 
The Board met several times this year. Discussions pertained to changes to some of the maturity dates of the 
GICs. By investing in a variety of 12 month and 18 month GICs, a flow of interest can be captured and banked 
for salary purposes, while the capital is reinvested.  

 
The Trustees also met to make a motion for the demolition of church house, as well as to seek approval for this 
from the W.O.W. Approval was granted and an application to Wellington North Township for a demolition 
permit is underway.  
 
Thanks to the Board members for their ongoing support of the Church, with special thanks to Juliann Ellis, our 
church office manager. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Laurie Aitken, Chair 
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Western Ontario Waterways (W.O.W.)  
Regional Representative Report for 2025 

Over the past year, I have had the privilege of representing Mount Forest United Church at Western Ontario 
Waterways (W.O.W.) gatherings, including the Spring in-person meeting, the Fall Zoom meeting, and several 
monthly regional representatives’ Zoom sessions. These events continue to offer meaningful opportunities for 
connection, learning, and reflection on the evolving life of the United Church. 

The Spring Meeting (May 2–3), themed “We Are One – Deepening Our Connections,” emphasized relationship-
building across the region. A framework called BRAVE was high-lighted as a model for community safety and 
faithful engagement: being accountable, reflecting on bias, actively listening, vocalizing questions, and 
encountering new ideas with curiosity. This approach reflects an ongoing commitment to respectful dialogue 
in challenging times. 

This meeting also marked the conclusion of Jennifer Irving’s term as W.O.W. President. She led the region with 
compassion and steadiness through difficult personal and communal seasons. Rebekah Duncan has since 
assumed the presidency, and I am confident in her leadership based on my previous work with her. Several 
longstanding leaders, including Gord Dunbar, retired this year, reminding us again of the growing need for new 
voices. Across the region, there are increasing vacancies on commissions and fewer newly ordained ministers, 
reinforcing the importance of lay leadership stepping forward in many areas of church life. 

Between major gatherings, monthly Zoom meetings for regional reps—hosted by John Neff—have provided 
valuable learning. A standout presentation came from Susan (United Church statistics) on Vision 2035, a data-
driven project examining future trends. While some findings are sobering, the work emphasizes that 
identifying realities now enables faithful and intentional change. Particularly meaningful was her focus on 
volunteer hours, reminding us that much of the church’s impact is invisible but profound. She also shared 
hopeful evidence that relatively small, intentional actions—especially with children and youth—can have far-
reaching effects. 

The Fall Meeting (November 7–8), themed “Growing Our Community,” continued these conversations. 
Presentations from General Council 45 commissioners addressed reconciliation with the LGBTQ community, 
financial transparency, stewardship, discipleship, and growth. While membership trends nationally continue to 
decline, speakers repeatedly emphasized that numbers alone do not define faithfulness. Encouragingly, nearly 
2,000 people joined the United Church in 2024, and youth participation at General Council was both strong 
and energized. 

A recurring message across all meetings was the need to shift from a crisis mindset to a Spirit-led focus on 
welcome, generosity, creativity, and hope. Growth was consistently framed not as returning to “how things 
used to be,” but as planting seeds for something new. 

It has been a privilege to participate in this work on your behalf. I remain encouraged by the commitment, 
honesty, and imagination present across our wider church, even in times of significant change. 

Submitted by Norm Eygenraam 
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TRANSITIONS 2025 

Additions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Memorial Donations 

 

Donations were received in loving memory of the following people: 
 

Virginia Byers, Rilla McRobb 
 

********************************************************** 
 

Funerals, Committals and Memorial Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Virginia Byers (February 1) *  Daniel Shearer (March 2)              
John McGovern (April 8) *  Pauline Brown (April 12) *  
Guido Gardin (May 3) *  Shirley Martin (May 6) * 
Earl Marquardt (June 1) *  Karen Bresson (August 5) 
Douglas Dally (August 13)  David Lyons (August 28) 

Kenneth McLellan (September 9) Lois Seguss (September 30) 
Rilla McRobb (October 15) *            Wilma Williamson (December 7) * 
Kaye Moody (December 17) * 
 
* Member 

                                       

          

 

 

Gone But Not Forgotten 
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MOUNT FOREST UNITED CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 2025 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE 
January 1 – December 31, 2025 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES FINANCIAL REPORTS  
 

BALANCE SHEET @ DECEMBER 31, 2025 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Statement of Income and Expense – January 1 to December 31, 2025 
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFUC FINANCIAL REVIEWER’S REPORT 
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MOUNT FOREST UCW 
 

UCW Financial Statement 
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Woodland United Church Annual Meeting – Agenda 
    February 8, 2026 @ 3pm – Mount Forest United Church Fellowship Hall 
 
Welcome- 
Rev. Lori Campbell -  Lighting of the Christ Candle 

- Opening Prayer 
Motion to Approve – Rev. Lori Campbell as Chairperson 

- Elect a recording Secretary 
- Adherents to have voting privileges 
- Approve agenda --- any additions? 

Annual Report 2025- 
 -motion to adopt the minutes of Annual meeting Feb 8, 2025 as 

printed 
 - any business arising from the minutes 
Nominating Committee – Marg Mitchell 
Financial Reports – motion 
Budget Approval for 2025 – motion 
Financial Reviewers for 2026 motion 
 
New Business – 

- 170th Anniversary of Woodland Church August 23, 2026 @ 11 am 
- Inquiry from the Tregunna family re Log Church 

 
Slate of Officers for 2026- 
Session – Marg Mitchell, Clerk, Gerry Wilkinson, Stan Harris, Don Holbrough, Shirley Love 
Stewards – George Harris, Chair, Ruth Mundy, Secretary, Robert Harris, Sharon Harris, 

Linda Harris Treasurer 
Worship Committee – Gerry Wilkinson, Marian Howes 
Ministry and Personnell – Claudette Stevens 
Financial Personnel – Linda Harris 
Organist – Lois Donald 
Custodian – Don Harris 
Mission and Services –  
Leadership Committee – Geroge Harris 

- Motion to approve the slate of Officers 
- Cemetery – now maintained by Southgate Township 

 
Blessing and Adjournment 
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WOODLAND UNITED CHURCH 
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Woodland Committee Members 2025 

 

Organist:  Lois Donald   Custodian:             Donald Harris 
Treasurer:  Linda Harris   Ministry & Personnel:  Claudette Stevens 
Financial Reviewers:   Brenda Rich & Marg Mitchell Worship Committee: Gerry Wilkinson & Marian Howes 
 

Leadership: George Harris   
Session Elders: Marg Mitchell (Clerk), Stanley Harris, Shirley Love, Don Holbrough, Gerry Wilkinson 
Stewards: George Harris, Chair, Ruth Mundy, Robert Harris, Sharon Harris, Linda Harris (Treasurer) 
Nominating: Marg Mitchell 

 
 

Woodland United Church Session 
 

2025 has come and gone as Woodland United Church continues to meet and gather at 9:15 am.  We do enjoy 
the weekly services under the direction of Rev. Lori – you are such a breath of fresh air as we mingle with you 
on Sundays. 

Our Cemetery Board has disbanded and the Cemetery is officially managed by Southgate Township.  Many 
‘Thanks’ to Brenda Harris who worked diligently with Township employees until all the paperwork was 
completed. 

In June the Church experienced a break in when property was damaged and stolen. The culprits broke a 
basement window and stole the sound system & defibrillator.  The Stewards have had the repairs done and 
items replaced but it is always a disappointment that a Church cannot remain sacred. 

A regular member Diane Johnston relocated to Ridgeway, Ontario to be closer to her family.  She is missed as 
she was a willing participant in our Church services and a dedicated member of the Search Committee.  We 
wish her well in her new surroundings. 

On August 24th, 2025, we celebrated our 179th Anniversary of the Congregations.  Rev. Donna Clark conducted 
the service and reminded us that Woodland Church is an integral piece of history in our Community.  Neil & 
Laurie Aitken provided special music.  During this service we had a banner dedicated in Memory of Irene 
Nelson, who was a long time member of the Church and U.C.W.  The banner made by Linda Harris, had the 
U.C.W. stitched in navy and gold, it was unveiled by her son Bill Nelson and daughter Laurie Moyer.  This 
banner provides a great memory of a wonderful member. 

I wish to take this opportunity to Thank all the members/adherents for taking time to worship at our Church 
and for your support financially or in person to make Woodland a caring family Church. 

Respectfully submitted, Marg Mitchell, Clerk of Session 
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WOODLAND UNITED CHURCH FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Balance Sheet - December 2025 

 

                  2025           2024 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTMENTS 

           
GIC Issuer  Issue Date Maturity Date  Principal        Interest Rate 
 
TD Canada Trust 04-Aug-23 04-Aug-26 $11,553.14  4.10% 
TD Canada Trust 12-Nov-24 12-Nov-26 $ 6,367.12  3.50% 
TD Canada Trust 23-Dec-24 23-Dec-26 $ 6,380.04  3.25% 
      
       $24,300.30 
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Woodland United Church Income and Expense Statement – January 1 to December 31, 2025 
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__Woodland United Church  
Financial Reviewer’s Report 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


